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Google accounts are easily created from www.google.com and enable teachers to watch, upload, share YouTube videos (www.youtube.com) and 
build free Google Forms surveys to enhance classroom teaching and learning. Create a survey using Google Forms and circumvent all of the 
work involved in creating a spreadsheet of names, phone numbers, and e-mail addresses by having students go to your website and complete 
a Google Form providing their contact information. Almost like magic, precious time is saved and all of the pertinent information is displayed 
in a nice spreadsheet. 
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	 Google Forms may be used as a source of formative 
assessment providing immediate feedback. Sign in to 
www.google.com and click on Google Forms. Create a 
title; choose a template, class section, class period number, 
and a question or item to assess understanding of con-
tent taught. E-mail the form to your students and ask the 

them to click the Google Form link to complete a quick, 
electronic exit card. Student responses are electronically 
collected on a spreadsheet with all of the answers generated 
to use in planning your next lesson. Create assessments 
using paragraph text boxes, multiple choice items, check-
boxes, or “choose from a list” type questions. 
	 Use Google Forms to involve students in evaluating 
speeches and presentations of their peers. After a student 
presents, e-mail the class a Google Form link to an evalua-
tion form that they may use to assess their peers’ products 
and presentations. Involving students in the assessment 
process encourages them to be more accountable and 
more attentive. When they click on the link, they will be 
directed through the teacher-created form item by item, 
and responses will be collected in a spreadsheet that will 
be saved in your Google drive. The time when each stu-
dent completed the form is even noted on the spreadsheet. 
Additionally, photos, video clips, and a theme to person-
alize the document can be added to your Google Form.
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YOUTUBE VIDEOS
	 The YouTube video (www.youtube.com) is another 
empowering classroom technology tool for the teacher and 
the student. Teachers with Internet access and access to a 
projector, screen, and computer are able to bring into the 
classroom a visual of almost any content being studied. 
Teachers no longer have to say to students when asked a 
question for which they do not have a ready answer, “I don’t 
know, but we can find out.” In Social Studies, teachers can 
take their students to any country on the globe; students 
can actually see videos of poets, scientists, and mathemati-
cians and hear them read poetry or talk about their science 
and mathematics contributions. Teachers can even create 
and upload YouTube videos that provide an explanation 
or demonstration of concepts and skills that students can 
revisit for increased clarity or for information that can serve 
as the basis of an essay or for class discussion. 
	 A basic YouTube search of the water cycle may generate 
results of more than a million; such an overwhelming list 
can easily be delimited by searching for “water cycle for 
elementary students.” You will quickly have access to the 
water cycle song, the water cycle rap, the water cycle and 

Bill Nye, and water cycle experiments demonstrated by ele-
mentary school students. Each search reveals the titles of the 
videos, a description of each video, the name of the creator 
of the video, the year the video was created, the length of 
the video, and how many times the video has been viewed. 
The teacher can copy, share, and/or save the link to the 
video. The teacher will want to uncheck “include related 
videos” before saving and sharing the video. 
	  There are thousands of videos uploaded to YouTube 
daily; locating videos to enhance the study of almost any 
topic a teacher can address in the classroom is a good pos-
sibility. YouTube videos are free, however, most teachers 
find it beneficial to locate videos in advance and save them 
for access at a later date. Creating a YouTube account is 
available at no cost and makes it possible for teachers to 
take advantage of screening material they make available 
to students by simply clicking the “Save to My Favorites” 
option and creating a playlist of only the videos they want 
students to view. 
	 Teachers are encouraged to explore with students of 
all ages the importance of “digital citizenship” and the 
importance of being thoughtful and careful about what 
is viewed and uploaded to YouTube. Students oftentimes 
have access to YouTube on their own devices at school and 
at home; the Internet is readily available to many students. 
They must be taught how to browse purposefully and to 
click not mindlessly but as a thoughtful human being. 
Students should not be afraid of technology, but rather 
they should be empowered to use the tool thoughtfully, 
respectfully, and with confidence. 
	 As is the case with many tools in gifted education, 
Google Forms and YouTube videos are transportable 
from the classroom on Monday to the Scout meeting on 
Saturday morning. Google Forms and YouTube videos are 
just two of the numerous Google applications that can 
make teaching, learning, and living a little bit easier and 
definitely more empowering.
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