
TED TALKS
 Have you met my friend TED? TED, Technology, 
Entertainment, and Design, is a global set of conferences 
that began in 1984. TED Talks are filled with “ideas worth 
spreading.” In 2006, TED Talks became available free and 
online; since then, TED Talks have been reaching people 
all around the world.
  At https://www.ted.com/, teachers can find talks that 
are current and typically less than 20 minutes. These TED 
Talks offer great introductions, conversation starters, or rein-
forcement to lessons currently in place in the classroom. 
You can find talks on an endless number of topics, but 
the following list includes some favorites that are especially 
useful in the gifted classroom.

 • Sir Ken Robinson’s “Do Schools Kill Creativity?” is a 
humorous talk about the importance of developing and 
supporting creativity in schools. With gifted students, 
this TED Talk helps students understand that there is 
more to the world and to school than standardized tests.

 • In Carol Dweck’s talk, “The Power of Believing That 
You Can Improve,” students of all ages are inspired to 
believe they can continue to grow and learn. This talk 
about growth mindset encourages gifted learners to take 
risks and to value effort in all that they do. 

 • Another classroom favorite is Jack Andraka’s TED Talk, 
“A Promising Test for Pancreatic Cancer . . . from a 
Teenager.” Jack tells of his journey to create a test to 
detect pancreatic cancer in its early stages. Jack is a 
gifted teenager who did not give up. He kept working, 
exploring, and learning until he found an answer. His 
story is inspiring and shows that even a teenager can 
change the world.

If you find the time to search through the TED Talks, you 
will not be disappointed. Each year new and inspiring talks 
are added. This resource is an easy way to bring relevant, 
current, and engaging speakers right into your classroom.
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AUDIO POWERPOINT 

Although many educators are familiar with PowerPoint, 
they may be less familiar with using PowerPoint as a tool for 
student narrated videos. To produce a narrated PowerPoint, 
follow these steps:

 • Create the PowerPoint slides as normal, adding any 
desired text and images. If students have created work 
on paper, these images can be scanned, saved, and 
inserted into the PowerPoint. 

 • Add audio by simply selecting “Slide Show” from the 
horizontal menu at the top of the screen. Then click 
“Start Recording from Beginning” or “Start Recording 
from Current Slide.” (It should be noted that, depending on 
the computer one is using, these steps may vary to a degree.) 
A small recording bar will be displayed at the top of 

the screen. (Nearly all computers contain an integrated 
microphone that is adequate; however, an inexpensive 
external microphone can be purchased to improve sound 
quality.) To pause the recording, click the pause button 
or the escape button. To advance to the next slide, click 
the arrow key or space key. 

 • Save the file as a video by selecting “Compress Media” 
and then selecting “Internet Quality.” The product will 
be saved as a .wmv file that can be uploaded to YouTube.

The audio PowerPoint can be used to create a commercial, 
a narrated story, or a digital book, among other products. 
Archived presentations and projects may be accessed by 
students and teachers in the future.

Meet T ED, the Audio 
PowerPoint, and Skype
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SKYPE
Skype is the ultimate technological vehicle for providing students 

with opportunities to interact in real time with others in their commu-
nity, state, country, or around the world. People, places, and events can 
become easily accessible, making your classroom a window to the world. 
In fact, with Skype, the possibilities are endless. You can use Skype to:

 • Visit with a college professor, an Arctic explorer, or a scientist or 
engineer from the National Aeronautics and Space Administration 
(NASA) Center, or have story time with a well-known author who 
reads and leads a discussion with the class. 

 • Provide your students with a venue to present their products to 
experts in a field of study or with students in other countries. 

 • Establish friendship chats with and see classmates who are unable 
to attend school to feel a part of their class and engage in special 
projects and assignments along with their teachers and classmates. 

 • Interact with students in a class at another campus or around the 
world to share cultural experiences or engage in conversations on 
topics of interest.

 • Differentiate instruction as part of a center or station in the class-
room. This can be easily accomplished by grouping students accord-
ing to ability and/or interest and allowing each group to rotate 
through a teacher-led center using Skype to brainstorm, make 
presentations, or exchange questions with groups of students in 
another locale.

Skype is not only a useful tool for student learning. It also provides 
a valuable platform for teachers to share ideas and network, allowing 
them to arrange classroom sessions with one another beyond the walls 
of the school. Skype in the Classroom (https://education.microsoft.
com/skypeintheclassroom) provides a searchable database that allows 
teachers to connect with colleagues who teach similar subjects and 
grade levels. Looking for a teacher whose class is working on a project 
similar to yours? Skype in the Classroom can help make the connection. 

Get acquainted with the T ED Talks, 

the narrated audio PowerPoint, and 

Skype; make these technology tools 

a regular part of the repertoire
 of 

strategies you use to reach and t
each.
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